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In implementing access and benefit-sharing (ABS), the need for practical guidance has proved as significant as challenging to address. The different types of genetic resources, the range of motives for their use, and the many actors and economic sectors engaged in biodiversity-based activities raise equally numerous and varied questions on how regulatory frameworks should establish the scope, procedures and requirements on ABS.1 The lack of certainty on the precise implications of ABS has discouraged companies and other organizations working with biodiversity in engaging in related discussions and actions.2
The Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization (Nagoya Protocol) aims to provide additional guidance on ABS through various tools and mechanisms, including voluntary norms. Article 20 of the Nagoya Protocol encourages Parties to support the development and use of voluntary norms such as codes of conduct, guidelines, best practices and standards in relation to ABS.3 A prospective role is thus established for these instruments in supporting the implementation of international, regional and national laws and regulations on ABS.4
There is considerable potential in the interaction between traditional and innovative approaches to regulation. The value of new forms of instruments to advance public policy is increasingly recognized in environmental and sustainable development regimes.5 In the ABS context, rules and practices developed by the actors concerned with biodiversity-based activities -a "bottom-up" approach to implementation -could help interpret legal requirements for a more practical and effective application.6 Given the lack of trust among stakeholders in the lead up to the Nagoya Protocol, as well as questions still unresolved, voluntary norms -especially those developed through multi-stakeholder consultations -could also provide a useful platform for further discussion and support of policy processes.7
With the Regulation on ABS for the European Union (EU Regulation on ABS), there is already initial consideration of how voluntary norms may support the implementation of ABS requirements.8 The Regulation includes due diligence requirements that would oblige users of genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge to gather and present information on access and compliance with applicable legal requirements.9 To comply, the Regulation foresees that users could build on existing guidelines and practices developed for different sectors.10 Associations of users could present their procedures for recognition as best practices and take a role in monitoring how these practices and due diligence requirements are implemented.11
This chapter examines how voluntary norms might support the implementation of the due diligence requirements in the EU Regulation, as well as user measures in the Nagoya Protocol more broadly. Among voluntary norms, this chapter focuses on the possible role of private standards . As other voluntary norms, private standards establish good practices, often related to social or environmental topics. Yet standards tend to be more influential in changing practices than other voluntary norms as a result of broader multi-stakeholder engagement and transparent and accountable processes in making and 
